On the presence and ultrastructure of valves in the lymphatic vessels of the canine ovary.
The origin and course of the intraovarian lymphatic vessels were examined by means of histologic studies of the gonads of pubertal female dogs. The small vessels that were present in the cortex near the follicles and corpora lutea flowed into an anastomotic network located at the margins of the medulla. Vessels of larger caliber were found to originate from the medulla and to reach the hilum by an approximately rectilinear pathway. In concordance with their previous findings in other species, the authors identified numerous semilunar valves in the lymphatic vessels of the cortex. Their ultrastructure is described.